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We ended the last session thinking about how the work of atonement is effected as a once and for all act that ‘expiates’ or ‘rubs out’ sin. Now we need to focus on how the moment of the Cross is redemptive. In other words, how our relationship with God, and our lives, are changed by it.





The aim of this session is to help us to understand our relationship with God as something that derives from our need for God, of wanting him for his own sake, rather than on fear of punishment or retribution for sin.




Opening Conversation




Take some time to go over the last week. Did any significant conversations or changes happen as a result of what we reflected on in the last session? Did it make you think about people, or politics, or work, or the Church in a new and different way? Try to bear in mind anything that might have come up as you watch the video and as you think about the questions that follow. Please note that it’s OK to skip parts of the questions. There is no obligation to share anything. Please respect confidentiality at all times.




Watch the Video











Bible reading 




Isaiah 43:1
But now, this is what the Lord says—
    he who created you, Jacob,
    he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
    I have summoned you by name; you are mine.





Romans 5:8
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.





Galatians 5:1
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.





Luke 15: 11-32
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”





Key Points




	The atoning work of the cross brings people back to a position where they can begin all over again with God
	Metanoiea as a ‘turning around/re-orientation’ towards God (like a ship re-plotting its course on a star)
	We are precious enough to God for him to want to ‘redeem’ us from despair, from a state of alienation from him, from each other and from the earth itself.
	Participating in the Life of God





Discussion Points




	Has the way you think of God changed since the last session?
	What might beginning again with God involve for your Church or community?
	Have you ever experienced a need for God? What did this feel like? What was the context?
	What forms do alienation and despair take in today’s world? Are they easily recognised? How might we best ‘look out for’ someone who we sense is feeling alienated, or does not feel they belong?
	If participating in the life of God changes the things that matter to us, how does this happen? How might it happen in the life of the Church?
	Where do we see the Spirit ‘shaping itself’ around the times we live in? (Think, for example of the Black Lives Matter movement, of the way we challenge unjust attitudes to immigration, of bias and discrimination in the life of the Church to mention only three examples)
	Paul writes that it is ‘for freedom’ that ‘Christ has set us free’ (Gal. 5:1). What kind of freedom might he be talking about if he were talking to people today?
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